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Overview- A Scaffolded Approach 
• 2015 Reflections of Year 5 BDS students identified DV as a challenge in clinical practice

• Students felt under-prepared; knowledge and skills gap revealed  

• Intersectoral and interdisciplinary partnership formed between JCU Dentistry,  JCU Social Work and the Cairns Regional 
Domestic Violence Service 

• Collaboratively designed and delivered evidence-based ‘Recognise, Respond and Refer’ (DDV-RRR) workshops tailored 
for JCU Dentistry students in a clinical context 

• Aim: to strengthen dentistry students’ professional capacity to RRR and provide trauma informed care 

• 3rd year – Information and basic RRR

• 4th year – Advanced information and skills development 

• 5th year – Critical thinking and advanced skills development

• Program design has been informed by 

• Student participatory action research

• Graduate data collected and evaluated

• Identified the need for early exposure to the topic, further capacity building around applying the techniques and 
strategies in clinical practice for students and developed CPD for dental teams

• Australian Dental Health Foundation, JCU Dentistry and Social Work, Cairns Regional Domestic Violence Service. 
Treating Patients Impacted by Domestic Violence: A Guide for Dental Teams. 

• Annual CPD offered for dental supervisors and teams

https://www.adhf.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Treating-Patients-Impacted-By-Domestic-Violence-1.pdf


Alignment with Professional Competencies 

3

Competencies 1-10, 12 

Competencies 1-9  

Competencies 1, 2 (3) Competencies 1-3

Competencies 1,2,5

Competencies 6.1: 1-6;  6.2: 1-6; 6:3  1,2, 16;  

2.4 - Recognise, assess, and 
respond to domestic and 
family violence risk, 
prioritise safety, provide 
information, and refer as 
required
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